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                              DIRECTOR’S REPORT

We are pleased to give some further background to our work this year 

 

1. The attached accounts show monetary details only. No account has been taken of the assistive devices such as hearing and walking aids ( wheelchairs/ artificial limb components /physiotherapy orthoses) which have been sourced by the Director from contacts within NZ and overseas. Arrangements are made by MEND to get these items directly to the projects at no cost to the overseas Partners. 
 

2. The Director of MEND has spent 5 months of this Financial Year [full-time] at the Centres in Kashmir and Nepal
 

3. Major projects implemented this year by MEND have seen the completion of Hope Centre in Tamghas [Nepal] which is now operating effectively with 3 full time staff. In addition, we have done  preliminary work for setting up  two other Centres in Nepal , with a  rehabilitation programme in Sunsari District, and a health centre in Solukhumbu District ( near Mt Everest) 
    MEND's Director assisted in gaining approval for grants for all MEND partners in Kashmir, Ghana, Nepal and India from various other international donors. This was by way of references and email support and direct/ continual assistance with partners’ files and operations.
     At the 30th June 2010 the Hope Centre in Kashmir was fully operational and is at the stage is requiring only a small amount of supervision from MEND as it now has European Commission funding via Handicap International of about $US300,000 for the current year. The Kashmir Hope Centre is currently building a new Centre on the border with Pakistan with funds from ALTSO in the USA. For both grants MEND acted as referee/supporter 
 

4.  MEND continues to have excellent relations with other Aid Agencies overseas, particularly with ALTSO of USA who subsidise hospital and other medical costs which MEND cannot afford. In August 2010, after assistance from MEND, the Chairwoman of Hope Centre Nepal was able to visit the USA on a scholarship and also to meet ALTSO staff in New York to enable closer cooperation. 
5. Latest newsletters from MEND and also our project partners is shown on our website: www.mendnz.com
Rob Buchanan, Director 
