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N Feb 2002 MEMD wisited
the Waolta Region and
helped = group of
dismbled people formthe
"waolta Physically-
Challenged Ind epend-
ence Club" . We began
production of lovecost
tricyzles, ==t up = revaole-
ing lo=n =mall business
fund for members,
deweloped = disabled-
friendlytailet ie non
squst type. We built the

W first accessramp there

to enable members to

| zttend computer training.

i
Ak I P

MOBIL-1IGY
BRUIFTNENG
Gor

HELDS =6
DISABI-ED

svampathy "

“mraviding
seli-help, not

Ak it

SOUTH HDIA

In 2003 MEND carried out a
MZ A0 funded project in
kerala, South India with
AH (the Azzocialionfor
elfare of Handizapped)
imvohiing home 3ss ess-
ments, production of low-
cost tricy cles and wheel
chairs...and employing deaf
trainees. Thoughthers are
27 million peaple in Kerala
State there are no local
makers of wheel:hairz
which meant high import
prices. The Indian Gowt.
gives little financial aid to
dizabled people. Theair fami
lies and noregowt. orgs
(HZ=0=) make up for the lack
of social mekare, Tricwcles
previoushy made in India are

Above: A Gernmh-nude ool with 2
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heavy, bubky and not suit-
able for the ke arm pomer
of disabled young people.
There has been a "ore-

sizefit=-all" minds et to the

iz= uing of maokbility equip-

ment in India rather fitting to

zuit the zpecial needs of
each disabled person.

A motorised tricycle is =
much sought-sfter for mo-
bility there asbuses are

crovded and not easy for

them to accas=s with

crgtches or callipers.

‘We now want to adapt 50
ciooor 7O oo scoot ers with
side cars or anextra back
whesl for stability. Thesse
cost about $300 NZ forthe
part=s and local labowur.. bt
still & large surm for mem-
bers to afford when wages
are only $1-35 day. Further
NZAid funding for = Z2nd
Capacity Building grant
[r=tching our contribution

st ateof 4:1]was approwed in Aug..
2002 sa YWOLPHIC can salidify t=elf
2= =n effective service provider.
With this newgrant YOLFHIG will
carry out = disability survey inthe
Yolta where some 5000 disabled
people await help. The grant pro-
wvides for office sst-up, 3 computer
and small =alarie=s for & YWOLFPHIG
staFf for = yesr... for some, ther first
Job!

Advocacy for dissbled peoplais
also on YOLPHIG's agenda... == is
extending the micro-credit scheme
to more people. Already some 246
YWOLFHIG rmembers bewve started
their own smal businesses indud-
ing fabric printing, bag-making,
chicken farming etc.



