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                                                  Dear Supporters,

Hoping  2011 is off to a good start for you… and creating some  action and opportunity!

…as it is doing for many of our disabled patients/ beneficiaries that you have helped.

Yesterday in Nepal we had a village assessment camp as a response to a  request from a local young health graduate. We assessed 35  people with a range of disabilities in a mountain village about 1 hour by jeep away from Hope Centre.  See photos on the website homepage.

 Thanks to  ALTSO of the USA again for providing  funding for 85 Nepali kids in 2011 to have treatment for walking or hand problems. 
Later this month Handicap International is fitting 79 of our members with walking devices following their first measurement camp a month ago.

Next month in  Solokhumbu,  just below the Sagarmatha (Everest)  National Park, we will open the Ideal Health Centre, sponsored by the Lights of NZ.  It will provide nursing care for those who live in poor housing and also help with maternity care, while also referring kids and youth with disabilities for rehabilitation.

In Kashmir we have started a rehabilitation programme in a poor, remote District called Badagam with a  new project partner DaD ( Disabled & Disadvantaged) and bringing kids and youth to Srinagar for physiotherapy and treatment so they can walk better.  I will be visiting that project next month.

In Kerala, South India  the first batch of  low cost kids’ tricycles are being made to a design MEND made there back in 2000.These allow for fast travel by hand-power for those who have little or no leg-power.
In Andhra Pradesh, India  two Royal Enfields ( classic English laid-back motorbikes) are being packed to send to NZ. Maybe you know someone who would like one ..in any colour? 

Thanks:  1. For all hearing aids sent by the branches of Hearing Association of NZ.  If you have any unused hearing aids you would like us to recycle to a deaf person here just Send-to-MEND!
               2.  UK Gulmi Samaj for great donation to Hope Centre Nepal.
               3.  APC and ALC in Australia for donating so many prosthetic limbs and feet to Nigeria and Nepal.

               4. Individual sponsors who support education fees for disabled kids from poor families, most costing  just $20 a month for school fees and books.
               5. Thanks Anna, Katie, Jennie, Charlie’s Runners, Julie & Marcus
                                                See our new Sponsor-a-Patient section on website! 

               5. Jim of Hobbiton,NZ for keeping the website so up-to-date and researching so many subjects!  For all updates, video clips, patient reports and stories from the field……
                        click on                       www.mend.org.nz    

                                                                 & Thanks   from
  Kathy Light ( Sec), Brian Clarke ( Treas), Jim Hekker ( Web) Rob Buchanan (Dir)

